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Introduction	
 
Together for Safety is a protocol, signed in Whitehorse on 29 May 2015, which brings together 
the Whitehorse RCMP and members of the Yukon Women’s Coalition to: 
 

• create community safety; and,  
• support and protect the dignity of women and girls who experience violence.  

 
Signatories to the protocol, working with the RCMP to achieve the Together for Safety vision of 
a community that is safe for all women and girls, include:  
 

• Les Essentielles 
• Victoria Faulkner Women’s Centre 
• Whitehorse Aboriginal Women’s Circle 
• Yukon Status of Women Council 
• Public Service Alliance of Canada Regional Women’s Committee 
• Public Service Alliance of Canada Aboriginal People’s Committee 
• Yukon Women’s Transition Home Society (Kaushee’s Place and Betty’s Haven). 

 
The Together for Safety survey was conducted in November and December 2016 and sought 
the perceptions of women and girls about personal and community safety in Whitehorse. A 
total of 147 surveys were completed by women and girls in Whitehorse, with 100 surveys 
completed online and 47 surveys completed in a paper-based format.  
 
The online survey link and paper-based surveys were distributed through Together for Safety 
partner organizations and other agencies including:  
 

• Association franco-yukonnaise 
• Boys and Girls Club 
• Child and Youth Advocate 
• Council for Yukon First Nations 
• Ecole Emily Tremblay  
• Elizabeth Fry Society 
• Individual Learning Centre  
• Kwanlin Dun Health Centre 
• Many Rivers  
• Ta’an Kwäch'än Council 
• Vanier High School  
• Victim Services (Yukon Justice) 
• Victoria Faulkner Women’s Centre  
• Women’s Legal Advocate  
• Youth Probation (Yukon Health and Social Services) 
• Yukon College 
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Respondent	Characteristics	
	
Overall, two thirds (66%) of survey respondents were 40 years of age and younger, with 30% of 
respondents between 21 and 30 years of age and 30% of respondents between 31 and 40 years 
of age. Mapping closely to Yukon’s overall population, 21% of survey respondents indicated 
being of First Nation ancestry and 79% of survey respondents indicated being of non-First 
Nation ancestry.  
 

	
	
As illustrated in the chart below, the majority of Together for Safety survey respondents 
indicated living in a dwelling (house, apartment, condo, suite, etc.) which they own. A further 
32% of survey respondents indicated they lived in a dwelling (house, apartment, condo, suite, 
etc.) which they rent. The remaining 12% of respondents indicated they lived in a shelter, were 
staying with friends or were couchsurfing, lived with a parent or guardian, were housesitting or 
were homeless. 

	

	
Two thirds (66%) of survey respondents reported they had no one under the age of 18 living 
with then at the time of survey completion. Out of the remaining one third of respondents, 18% 
indicated having one person under 18 living with them, 8% indicated having two people under 
18 living with them, 7% indicated having three people under 18 living with them and 2% 
indicated having four or more people living with them. 
 
In terms of current relationship status, slightly more than half (55%) of respondents indicated 
they were married or in a common-law relationship, 36% indicated being single and 9% 
indicated being in a relationship (and not living together).		
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Things that are Safe and Unsafe 
 
Survey respondents were asked about safety for women and girls in Whitehorse from the 
perspective of both ‘things’ that make them feel safe and unsafe as well as ‘places’ perceived as 
safe and unsafe.  
 
Respondents were asked to indicate among a closed list of six choices the things that make 
them feel safe in Whitehorse and to check ‘all that apply’. A total of 469 responses were 
received. The allocation of responses among the six choices are outlined in the chart below:  

	

	
	
Respondents were also asked to list other 
things that make them feel safe in Whitehorse. 
Cluster analysis was used to identify themes 
within the seventy-one responses received. The 
results of the cluster analysis are presented in 
the chart to the left. The turquoise circles are 
scaled to the number of responses within each 
theme. 
 
 
 

 
 
A total of 525 responses were received from the 147 
survey respondents asked to list the ‘things’ that 
make them feel unsafe in Whitehorse. Cluster 
analysis was used to identify themes within the 525 
responses with the results shown in the chart to the 
right. As above, the turquoise circles are scaled to the 
number of responses within each theme. 
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Places that are Safe and Unsafe 
	
Survey respondents were also asked to identify 
places in Whitehorse that are safe for women and 
girls. The results of the cluster analysis on the 436 
responses received is shown in the chart to the 
right. The turquoise circles are scaled to the 
number of responses within each theme. 
 
Public buildings and facilities were the most 
commonly noted safe place followed by women-focused agencies. Oft-cited examples of public 
buildings and facilities include the Canada Games Centre, the Whitehorse Public Library and 
schools. Oft-cited examples of women-focused agencies included Kaushee’s Place and the 
Victoria Faulkner Women’s Centre.  

	
Survey respondents were also asked to identify 
places in Whitehorse that are unsafe. The results of 
the cluster analysis of the 397 responses received is 
shown in the chart to the left. The turquoise circles 
are scaled to the number of responses within each 
theme.  
 
The themes identified for unsafe places included a) 
places with characteristics common to a variety of 
places (e.g., secluded areas’), b) specific physical 
places (e.g., ‘Millenium Trail and waterfront area’) as 
well as situations (e.g., ‘places with people who are 
unsafe’). 
 
 
 

 
 
Victims of Crime and Reporting Perceptions 
	
Survey respondents were also asked whether they had been a victim of a crime in Whitehorse. 
Out of the 147 survey respondents, 43% (63 respondents) indicated they had been a victim of a 
crime while living in Whitehorse. Out of those 63 survey respondents who indicated they had 
been a victim of a crime while living in Whitehorse, 70% (44 respondents) indicated that they 
reported the crime to the Whitehorse RCMP.  
 
Respondents who indicated being a victim of crime and who reported the crime to the 
Whitehorse RCMP were then asked to indicated how comfortable they were in reporting the 
crime to the Whitehorse RCMP. The level of comfort was indicated on a scale of zero to 10 with 
zero representing ‘not at all comfortable’ and 10 represents ‘very comfortable’. The average 
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comfort level for women and girls who indicated being a victim of crime and who reported the 
crime to the Whitehorse RCMP when reporting the crime was 5.6 on the zero to 10 point 
comfort scale.  
 
Survey respondents who indicated they had not been a victim of crime while living in 
Whitehorse were asked to anticipate their comfort level if they decided to report a crime to the 
Whitehorse RCMP. On average, the 84 survey respondents who indicated they had not been a 
victim of crime while living in Whitehorse anticipated a comfort level of 7.0 on the zero to 10 
point comfort scale if they decided to report a crime to the Whitehorse RCMP.  
 
Survey respondents were also asked 
to indicate what would make them 
feel more comfortable reporting a 
crime to Whitehorse RCMP. The 
results of the cluster analysis of the 
170 responses received is shown in 
the chart to the right. The turquoise 
circles are scaled to the number of 
responses within each theme. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What Needs to be Different for Whitehorse to be Safer?  
	

 
Survey respondents were asked at the 
conclusion of the Together for Safety survey 
to indicate what needs to be different for 
Whitehorse to be safer for women and girls. 
The results of the cluster analysis of the 229 
responses received is shown in the chart to 
the left. The turquoise circles are scaled to 
the number of responses within each theme. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 


